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To the south of the Tian Shan, the highland frontier region
of Soviet Central Asia is continued in the Pamir. The Pamir
might well be called the roof of the Soviet Union. This
highland mass forms a nodal point from which the Tian
Shan branch out to the north and the Hindu Kush to the
south. It is the watershed for the whole of Central Asia,
and lies at a height of over 13,000 feet. Mount Lenin rises in
the north to 23,680 feet, the Vakhanski Range exceeds
19,500 feet and the Pamirski Range 23,000 feet. The Pamirs,
like the Kopet Dagh, have barren, rocky slopes, and contain
several large glaciers. The great altitude is the cause of
the severe climate. Only two months of the year are free
from frost.
THE CAUCASUS AND THE CRIMEA 1
The Caucasus
The Caucasian mountain system forms a bridge some 750
miles long between the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea. It
may be divided as follows:
The Pre-Caucasus Upland. This upland region rises gently
from the south of the Manych depression and runs parallel to
the main range of the Great Caucasus. The highest part of
the elevation is the Stavropol Plateau (1950 to 2600 feet).
The Pre-Caucasus Depression. This depression lies between
the pre-Caucasus elevation and the foothills of the Great
Caucasus. It is a geosynclinal downfold, interrupted towards
its western end by an elevation caused by tectonic dislocation,
which seems to have run from the Ergeni Hills through the
Stavropol Plateau to Mount Elbruz. This elevation divides
the depression into the Kuban basin on the west and the
Terek basin on the east. These basins have level floors,
covered by Quaternary deposits.
The Great Caucasus. The main mountain system consists of
a number of ranges, some parallel to each other and some
transverse, with heights varying between 9000 and 12,000 feet.
The greatest heights are attained in the central range, which
is composed of hard crystalline and metamorphic material,
1 See also Chapter XVI.